The title structure is shown in the gure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details of the measurement method and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Experimental details
The collection method involved ω-scans of width 0.5°. Data reduction was carried out using SAINT-Plus version 6.02.6 software, and SADABS was used to proceed empirical absorption corrections [2] . The crystal structure was solved through direct methods using SHELXS-97 [3] . Hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their respective parent atoms with d(C-H) = 0.95 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C). Diagrams and publication material were generated using WinGX, [4] and PLATON [5] .
Discussion
In recent years, arene-ruthenium complexes have attracted considerable interest as potential anticancer agents and alternatives to platinum based metallopharmaceuticals such as Cisplatin. In contrast, relatively little research has been carried out on the arene-osmium analogues and limited structural data are available for complexes of this type. In this paper we report the crystal structure of the binuclear osmium complex, [Os 2 (µ 2 -C 2 O4)Br 2 (η 6 -p-cymene)]. .
The oxalate-bridged, binuclear osmium complex (cf. the gure) is remarkably stable and can be utilized as a synthon for potential metallopharmaceuticals [6] . In addition to the potential of the complex as an anticancer agent, the non-innocent bridging oxalate ligand is of interest because of its potential for facilitating electronic interactions between redox centres due to its planarity and electron delocalization [7] .
In this structure, both osmium(II) centres are in a pseudooctahedral environment composed of a facially coordinated cymene ligand, an O,O'-chelating oxalato ligand and a bromido ligand. The p-cymene rings are planar with Os-C distances in the range 2.137(11)-2.179(10) Å. The distance from the cymene ring centroid to the Os centre is calculated to be 1.636 Å. The osmium-cymene moieties are linked through a planar, rigid oxalate bridging ligand which adopts a bisbidentate coordination mode. The oxalate bridge exerts a small but signi cant structural trans in uence on the C-C bond length within the p-cymene ring, with the shortest C-C bond within the ring at 1.397(15) Å positioned trans to the oxalate group.
